Supplementary Material 1. Patient selection flow chart.


RA, rheumatoid arthritis; ER, emergency room; TB, tuberculosis; PDC, proportion of days covered.Excluded patients: (total n= 6,780 claims)
1. Aged <18 on the date of biological treatment (n= 4,882 claims),
2. Sex unknown (n= 1,920 claims; 83 patients)
Exclude patients who have received biological treatment in 2010 (n= 4,522 patients) (Experienced users)
Excluded patients: (total n= 1,223 patients)
1. Had active TB before index date (n= 73 patients) 
2. Initiated on rituximab (n= 165 patients)
3. Follow-up time or episode duration <84 days (n= 717 patients)
4. PDCi never >=0.8 (n= 268 patients)
Patients had at least one diagnosis of RA and received biological treatment in outpatient or ER service between January 1, 2010 and December 31, 2017
(n= 617,352 claims; 15,020 patients)
Patients were at least 18 years of age on the date of biological treatment 
(n= 610,572 claims; 14,844 patients)
Patients initiated on biologics during the period 1/1/2011–12/31/2017
(n= 329,616 claims; 10,322 patients)
(New users)
The first episode of patients initiated on biologics during the period 1/1/2011–10/8/2017, i.e. who were followed-up for at least 84 days
(n= 9,099 patients)

